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GUJARATIS IN MADRAS

Wherever I see Gujaratis I observe that they are bringing
credit to Gujarat. At every place they mix with the local popula-
tion as much as they can. They readily contribute what is expected
of them and try to spread the message of non-co-operation to the
best of their ability. Everyone whom I ask has a good word
for them. They keep out of local politics. The impression which
I have thus formed of them is of a group giving priority to the claims
of public service. They have been sending money even from South
and East Africa, and have been taking part in the struggles there.
I include among these Gujaratis Gujarati-speaking Parsis and
Muslims, for I notice that Gujarati-speaking Memons too have
some work to their credit. Wherever I come across an isolated
Parsi here and there, I get an experience of their love for rne. I had
such an experience even as far away as in the north-east corner
of Assam. There was only one Parsi there, but he did not hesitate
to show, as well as he could, his sympathy for the cause of non-
co-operation.

[From Gujarati]

Navajwan, 2-10-1921

105.   DRAFT OF A MANIFESTO
October 4, 1921
We, the  undersigned, consider that  the  communique of the
Government of Bombay, dated            4 regarding the Ali Brothers
and others has laid down principles which are subversive of all
freedom of expression of opinion, and we desire to state that it
is the inherent right of everyone .-to express his opinion without
restraint about the propriety of citizens offering their services to
the Government whether in the civil or the military department.
We, the undersigned, state it as our opinion that it is not only
contrary to the Muslim religion as declared by their Ulemas but
also contrary to national dignity for any Indian to serve as a civi-
lian and more especially as a soldier, under a system of Govern-
ment which has brought about India's economic, moral and poli-
tical degradation and which has used the soldiery and the ^police
for repressing national aspirations, as for instance at the time of
the Rowlatt Act agitation, and which has used the soldiers for
crushing the liberty of the Arabs, the Egyptians and the Turks
who have done no harm to India.